A second species of the previously monotypic terrestrial potamid crab genus, Terrapotamon Ng, 1986, is described from southern Thailand. The new species, T. palian, can be distinguished from T. abbotti (Rathbun, 1898) by characters in the carapace, exorbital tooth, postorbital cristae, chelipeds, ambulatory legs and male first pleopods, as well as in the form of the frontal, postorbital and suborbital regions.
INTRODUCTION
established the genus Terrapotamon for terrestrial potamid crabs which have a raised carapace, the exopod of the third maxilliped lacking a flagellum, and a male first pleopod in which the junction between the terminal and subterminal segments is marked by a distinct swelling on the outer border.
The genus was subsequently redefined by Ng (1988) and at the moment, contains only one species, T. abbotti (Rathbun, 1898) , which is known only from southern Thailand (Naiyanetr, 1978 (Naiyanetr, , 1988 Ng, 1988 Diagnosis.
-Carapace appears rounded, relatively high; dorsal surfaces gently convex, covered with numerous small, short setae; exorbital tooth broadly triangular (outer margin much longer than inner margin); epibranchial tooth small but pronounced; postorbital cristae distinct, lined with flattened granules, joining anterolateral margin as scattered rounded granules; postorbital and frontal regions relatively broad, frontal region with numerous flattened granules, especially on anterior surface; suborbital region with low rugae or almost smooth; H-shaped median carapace depression deep, distinct; ambulatory propodi and dactyli not styliform or elongate, surfaces lined with numerous short, stiff setae; outer surface of palm of smaller chela with 4 or 5 longitudinal rows of small, flattened granules; G relatively stout, terminal segment conical, very short, about 0.2 times length of subterminal segment; junction between terminal and subterminal segments with strongly developed swelling on outer margin.
Etymology.
-The name is derived from the name of the district where the species occurs, Palian. The name is used as a noun in apposition.
Remarks. -Terrapotamon palian sp. nov. differs very markedly from T. abbotti in numerous key characters (see table I ). The species nevertheless possesses the diagnostic generic characteristics, viz. a raised carapace, absence of a flagellum on the exopod of the third maxillipeds and a G I in which the outer margin of the junction of the terminal and subterminal segments is marked by a swelling.
Comparisons of specimens of T. palian with similar sized specimens of T. abbotti show that the differences are valid. Compared to adult specimens of T. abbotti, the differences in the carapace features are even more pronounced.
Terrapotamon palian is clearly a small species. The largest female in the type series (24.9 by 20.5 mm, ZRC) is already an adult. Specimens of T. abbotti on the other hand, grow to much larger sizes, reaching carapace widths of 45 mm
